The Grand Story
Rev. 21:1-6
Storytelling is the most powerful way to put ideas into the world. (McGee)
Stories create community, enable us to see through the eyes of other
people, and open us to the claims of others. (Peter Forbes)
(Movie image from 1965 Movie The greatest story ever told)
Creation

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
John 1:1-3 NIV
Fall
Redemption
(video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGxjhUz9Y9c&ab_channel=Knowin
gJesus
Restoration

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. Rev. 21:1-2
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling
place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Rev. 21:33
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He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then
he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”6 He
said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
5

End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water
of life. Rev. 21:5-6
New access to God

Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and
they will be his people. God himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe
every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or
crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” Rev 21:3-4 NLT
New purpose in life

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people
and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” Rev. 5:9-10 ESV
New Creation

Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal
to us later. 19 For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day
when God will reveal who his children really are.
Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with
eager hope, 21 the creation looks forward to the day when it will join
God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. 22 For we
know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. Rom 8:18-22 NLT
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All our lives we have been dreaming of the New Earth. Whenever we see
beauty in water, wind, flower, deer, man, woman, or child, we catch a
glimpse of heaven. Just like the garden of Eden, the new earth will be a
place of sensory delight, breathtaking beauty, satisfying relationships, and
personal joy. (Randy Alcorn)
Application
Fully embrace God’s plan of salvation.
Advance God’s kingdom.

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the
creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me
into your home.
34
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I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared
for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’
“Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you
hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a
stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing
39
When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
37

“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one
of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’
40

Mt 25: 34-40 NLT

There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For
you are all one in Christ Jesus. Gal. 3:28 NLT
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 29 To this
end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works
in me. Col. 1:28-29 NIV
Communion.

